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UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION (UGC) GUIDELINES

Official Rules for Maximum Duration & Academic Gap to Complete a 2-Year Master's Degree

Maxivvum Duration for Completing a Degree (Span Period /| N+2 Rule)
Ao cording to official UGC Guidelines (including the Guidelines on Determination of a Uniform Span Period within
which a Student may be Aliowed fo Qualify for a Degree):

- The N+2 Standard: As a general reguiatory baseline, a student is allowed a maximum duration of N + 2
years to complete a program, where 'N' represents the minimum normal duration of the course.

« For a 2-Year Master's Degree: The normal duration (N) is 2 years. Therefore, the maximum period allowed
to clear all papers, backlogs, or re-appears is 4 years (2 + 2).

- Exceptional Extensions: Under speciai circumstances (such as medical emergencies or serious
exceptional grounds), the statutory authorities or Executive Council of the concerned University may grant an
additional extension of up to 1 year, subject to institutional ordinances.

2. New Policy: Academic Bank of Cre<ils (ABC) 8 Mulipie Entry-Exit [NEP 2020

Under the University Grants Commission (Establishment and Operation of Academic Bank of Credits in Fsigher
Education) Regulations ana the National Higher Education Qualifications Framework {(NHEQF):

= Credit Validity (7 Years): If a student takes an official gap after completing the 1st year (securing 2 PG
Diplema), the credits earned are deposited in their Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) 1. These digital

credits remain valid for a maximum period of 7 years,
* Re-entry Provisions: A student can use these valid credits to re-enter higher education at any recognize
university within those 7 years to complete their 2nd year and obtain the fuli Master's Degree.

1. Sutrimary Talie tor Refe;-ra: nce
Course Feature / Provision UGC Standard Regulatory Limit
Nmmai Duration of Master's Degree (FG) 2 Academic Years (4 Semeslers)
Maximum Continuous Duration (Span Pericd) 4 Years (N + 2 Years)

ABC Credit Validity for Re-entry (NEP Gap Up to 7 Years from earning crediis
Rule)

Exit Option after 1st Year Eligible for Posigraduate Digloma

imporiant Note on University Aulovnoimy

White UGC sets these national regulatory baselines (N+2 for continuity and 7 ysass for ABC ¢ adit shefé-jife),

Universities have autonomous power to draft their own specific rules via their Academic Councils or
Ordinances. Always verify the precise 'Span Period Ordinance' of your specific a;mve,_::ns"i';,z 4% 3

central universities strictly implement a 3 yzar or 4-year absotute cag for reguiar, non-NEF

GimE slaie or




